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	 Receptive Language (Understanding)

	Process:
	Definition:
	What difficulties with this can look like…

	Attention and Listening 
	Refers to the ability to focus on specific information like sounds, words or conversations whilst effectively ignoring distractions.

	· Appear as if they are not listening/interested
· Limited eye contact 
· Unable to effectively follow instructions 
· Difficulty engaging in conversations
· Tuning in and out of the spoken information so they only hear fragments of what is said
· Restlessness and frustration

	Interpreting non-verbal communication 
	The ability to recognise and understand non-spoken communication cues e.g. 
· Body language 
· Gestures
· Facial expressions 
· Eye contact
	· Inability to recognise others’ emotions 
· Unable to respond appropriately to others’ body language, such as continuing to talk when communication partner shows disinterest in conversation. 
· Difficulty with peer relationships 
· Misinterprets gestures e.g. does not understand the meaning of a thumbs up or wave etc. 
· Inappropriate reactions to social context 


	Memory 
	The ability to retain and recall information 
	· Low motivation 
· Frustration 
· Word finding difficulties e.g. forgetting names/what things are called
· Ability to recall events 
· Challenges following multi-step instructions 
· Ability to use new vocabulary 
· Difficulty accessing class work 
· Challenges recalling and learning new subject specific vocabulary 

	Understanding words 
	Recognising a word’s meaning and how the word is used in sentences and different contexts
	· Difficulty accessing the curriculum: due to not being able to academic vocabulary used across all subjects e.g. ‘summarise, evidence’. In addition to subject specific vocabulary. 
· Low motivation and self-esteem.
· Task avoidance/disengaged in class activities.
· Impact on behaviour/disruption within a classroom setting.
· Withdrawal from class discussions.
· Frustration within both academic and social situations.


	Understanding sentences
	The comprehension of how words join together to convey meaning so the individual can respond appropriately.
	·  Impact on behaviour/disruption within a classroom setting when they fail to comprehend instructions or directions
· Withdrawal from social settings and class activities/lessons due to challenges with understanding
· Impact on social communication 
· Problem solving difficulties 
· Difficulty concentrating 


	Understanding meaning
	The ability to recognise and make sense of language and understanding meaning from the situation or tone. For example, non-literal language. 
	· Misunderstanding sarcasm, jokes, idioms, metaphors etc. As a result, the child responds inappropriately, affecting social interactions.
· Negative peer relations 
· Difficulty maintaining friendships
















	Expressive language (Spoken)

	Process:
	Definition:
	What difficulties with this can look like…

	Choosing words 
	The ability to select words appropriately and effectively to suit the context.
	· The child may ‘talk around’ a word instead of directly naming it, often using descriptions and anecdotes.
· Withdrawing from class discussions.
· Anxiety surrounding providing the correct answer to questions in class.
· Difficulty labelling and expressing emotions, may appear emotionally dysregulated.
· May appear frustrated due to difficulties expressing wants and needs.
· Low self-esteem and self-confidence.

	Having Ideas
	Being able to generate imaginative ideas, as well as appropriate responses within conversations.
	· Inappropriate responses in social interactions or not offering responses at all.
· May be thought of as ‘quiet’ or ‘shy’, due to difficulty keeping up with the pace of social conversations. 
· Withdrawal from activities, may appear socially isolated and anxious.
· Prevents engagement with learning and accessing the curriculum, potentially resulting in low confidence.

	Forming Sentences
	Planning words into appropriate sentence structures and grammar. 
	· Spoken language is grammatically incorrect.
· Speaks in broken sentences often leaving out key information.
· May take longer than expected to respond to questions or conversation.
· Difficulty or avoidance with asking for help or explanations.
· Appears uncooperative 
· Individual has difficulty expressing their needs and/or listener is unable to understand their needs.

	Using Language in Social Situations
	The ability to consider the impact the communication will have on others and how appropriate it is to the setting.
	· May appear as ‘not thinking before speaking’.
· Inappropriate communication for the setting or situation, e.g using inappropriate language in schools.
· Responding inappropriately to those in authority.
· Using incorrect tone.
· May appear as ‘unkind’ or ‘rude’ and may often be disciplined for their behaviour. 
· Impacts ability to make and maintain friendships, may appear socially isolated. 
· May appear socially immature.
· Appears frustrated and dysregulated due to their intended message being misunderstood.


	Select the sounds
	The ability to choose the correct sounds to form words during speech so the individual can be effectively understood.
	· May experience difficulties with literacy.
· Withdrawn and frustrated due to feelings of not being understood.
· Appears socially isolated or as ‘not wanting to talk’ due to difficulties. 

	Articulating the Sound
	The ability to clearly produce speech sounds. 
	· May appear unintelligible to familiar and unfamiliar people.
· Frustrated due to not being understood.
· Difficulty making and maintaining friendships.
· Low self-esteem and self-confidence.

	Self-monitor
	Refers to an individual’s ability to listen and check their own communication, recognising and correcting any mistakes.
	· Individual shows no attempt to acknowledge or correct their miscommunications.
· Appear frustrated that others do not understand them.
· Difficulties with peer relations.
· Slower progress with learning goals compared to peers the same age. 
· May seem careless in conversation.
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