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Texts 

 

 

  

Owl in Danger – 
excerpt taken from 
Owl in the Office 
(Animal Ark) By Ben 
M. Baglio, 1999 

605 words. 
 
Flesch-Kincaid 
Level – 4.5 - Year 
5. 
 

  

Matilda’s Invention 
- excerpt taken 
from The Matilda 
Effect by Ellie 
Irving, 2017. 
 

632 words. 
 
Flesch-Kincaid 
Level – 5.96 – Year 
6. 
 

  

Amelia Earhart 
commissioned by 
STA, 2026. 
 

690 words 
(including captions 
and labels). 
 
Flesch-Kincaid 
Level – 8.0 – Early 
Secondary. 
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Content Domain Coverage 

 
 

Percentage of 
2026 test 

 

Percentage 
range outlined 

by the test 
developers’ 
framework 

Percentage of 
2025 test 

Percentage 
change based on 

last test 

 
2a – define 

 
10% 

 
10 – 20% 

 
12% -2% 

 
2b – retrieve 

 
36% 

 
16 – 50% 

 
30% +6% 

 
2c – summarise 

 
4% 

 
2 – 12% 

 
6% -2% 

 
2d – infer 

 
42% 16 – 50% 48% -6% 

 
2e – predict 

 
0% 

 
0 – 6% 

 
0% = 

2f - relate 4% 0 – 6% 0% 
 

+4% 
 

2g - explore 4% 
 

0 – 6% 
 

2% +2% 

2h - compare 0% 0 – 6% 2% 
 

-2% 
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Question Stems 

Question Style 
(NB. questions can have more than one) 

Marks Available 
 

Who 2 
What 9 

What does this tell you… 1 
What does…suggest about… 1 

What are the two…/What two… 2 
When 1 
Why 5 
How 5 

Write two 8 
Write three 3 

According to… 2 
What is the meaning of the word…in 

this sentence 2 

The word…is closest in meaning to… 1 
The word…tells us that… 1 

What does the word…tell you about… 1 
The way the text is written makes it 

seem as though… 1 

Using information from the text, write 
the year… 1 

Tick one box in each row to show 
whether each statement is true or false 2 

Tick one box in each row to show 
whether each statement is about 

what…or…did 
2 

Think about/Look at the whole text 8 
Impression and evidence 3 

Number 2 
Complete the table 5 

Grid 3 
Tick box 9 
1 mark 28 
2 marks 16 
3 marks 6 

 

 



KS2 SATs 2026 
Reading Analysis 
   
     

Reading Booklet Word Count 
 Word Count: 

Text 1 
Word Count: 

Text 2 
Word Count: 

Text 3 
Total Word 

Count 
2016 384 768 635 1787 
2017 602 709 626 1937 
2018 560 214 714 1488 
2019 633 632 903 2168 
2022 474 538 541 1553 
2023 627 808 611 2046 
2024 578 648 786 2012 
2025 578 551 800 1929 
2026 605 632 690 1927 

 
Total Word Count (Reading Booklet and Questions) 

 Reading Booklet Questions Total 

2016 1787 930 2717 
2017 1937 1203 3140 
2018 1488 1077 2565 
2019 2168 1020 3188 
2022 1553 975 2528 
2023 2046 1174 3220 
2024 2012 1061 3073 
2025 1929 1106 3035 
2026 1927 1142 3069 

 

 

21.5 minutes to read 
the text

12.5 minutes to read 
the questions

26 minutes to answer

Time Breakdown Based on 90 WPM


